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10th July 2020 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

I hope you and your families are well.  I am writing to give you more guidance as to how the academy will re-open 

fully in September and some of the changes we will be putting in place to meet the new guidance published by the 

Department for Education. Please bear in mind at all times that the guidance could change between now and 

September and plans may have to adapt. I hope to give you as clear a summary as possible. 

Changes linked to DfE Guidance: 

Students will be taught in year group bubbles, in Years 7-9 students will only access one part of the building and will 

be taught all their lessons in the same space.  Movement and contact between other year groups will be kept to an 

absolute minimum.  Year 10 and Year 11 will be taught the majority of their lessons in the same space but will access 

specialist rooms for their Options subjects when necessary.  Each year group will have slightly different break and 

lunch times and will have staggered entrance and exit times into the academy building. 

The Academy Day: 

The academy is going to temporarily change the academy day during this period to ensure that all students can have 

break and lunch times without mixing the socially distanced year group bubbles.  The general organisation of the 

academy day will be as follows: 

Year Groups: School Day Begins: School Day Ends:* 

Year 7 8.35am 3.15pm 

Year 8 8.40am 3:15pm 

Year 9 8.45am 3.15pm 

Year 10 9.30am 4.05pm 

Year 11 9.40am 4.05pm 

*Students may be dismissed in a staggered way to support social distancing bubbles 

All students will be taught 6 lessons a day, will have a break and a lunch but the patterns of the timetable will be 

different for different year groups. The academy will not be operating a breakfast club or open its doors earlier for 

students during this time. Students should not be on site before the academy opens. If you would like to comment 

on this I would invite you to email info@rrma.org.uk with any feedback you may have.  

Uniform, Equipment and Catering: 

Students will be expected to wear normal school uniform which you can find details of on the academy website. 

Students should bring a bag to school and their own drinks. If a student has PE they should attend the academy in 

their PE kit. PE lessons will only occur outside. If the weather is poor it will be replaced with a PE theory lesson. It is 

unlikely water stations in the academy will be open during this period of re-opening. The academy will have catering 

for students but there will be a reduced menu which will mainly involve sandwich/baguette style lunch options.  We 

will likely take orders from students the day before to ensure a smooth service. Student bubbles will have access to 

their own outside space during breaks and lunches. 
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Teaching and Learning: 

Due to the change of the academic day and the need to keep students in year group bubbles, the ways we would 

normally organise teaching groups will be slightly different during this period. A summary is below: 

Year Group Organisation of Teaching Groups 

Year 7 There will be 6 teaching groups of around 30 in each. These will be mixed ability 
groups. Students will be taught all subjects but will not be able to access some 
specialist spaces initially. This year group will be zoned in the English area. 

Year 8 There will be 6 teaching groups of around 30 in each. These will be set ability 
groups. Students will be taught all subjects but will not be able to access some 
specialist spaces initially. This year group will be zoned in the History/Geography 
area. 

Year 9 There will be 5 teaching groups of around 30 in each. These will be set ability 
groups. Students will be taught all subjects but will not be able to access some 
specialist spaces initially. This year group will be zoned in the Expressive Arts 
areas. 

Year 10 English, Maths and Science will be taught in 6 groups of around 30 where the 
setting will have been agreed between English and Maths. Lessons will be 
delivered in these subjects in the Maths areas. Options subjects will be taught in 
their specialised areas. 

Year 11 English, Maths and Science will be taught in 5 groups of around 30 where the 
setting will have been agreed between English and Maths. Lessons will be 
delivered in these subjects in the Science areas. Options subjects will be taught in 
their specialised areas. 

Students will also have one lesson a week with their Form Tutors as form time in the morning will be significantly 

reduced. SEN students will still have access to support prior to lockdown. 

Behaviour: 

The majority of our students will not have been in the academy since Wednesday 18th March, we fully expect that 

there will be a period of resetting routines and expectations for everyone. We will be compassionate and caring 

towards our students but part of that will be setting high standards. For consistency the academy must still operate 

Morton Academy Behaviour and the same rules regarding the disruption of learning will be enforced. Disruptive 

behaviour will not be tolerated. Punctuality and good timekeeping will be vital. There will still be strict guidance in 

place to help maintain safety and potential transmission of Covid-19 and these rules will need to be followed. To 

support this the academy will not be using after school detentions during this period due to social distancing 

bubbles. Students will not be able to socialise with other year groups at any time. 

Meetings, Trips and After School Clubs: 

It is likely in the short term that any parent meetings will be conducted online through Teams or Skype. Parental 

access to the building will be limited initially. Staff will not be leaving the site for meetings where possible and no 

trips will go ahead until further notice. After School clubs will be removed until we pass this phase of school 

reopening. 
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Summer: 

All students will have access to a Live Meeting with their Head of Year this week. During this meeting information 

regarding summer revision will be given. It will be an opportunity for Heads of Year to end this academic year with 

their students as close to how we normally would. I  hope to attend or send a video message into those meetings 

also. 

You will no doubt have questions that this letter may not have answered, but I wanted to give all parents the 

security of knowing that we have concrete plans in place for September. I also want to re-emphasise that the 

academy will return to normal as soon as we are able and the ‘normal’ planning for September has been completed 

also. We will be able to revert to the correct sets, form groups, classrooms and school day very quickly. Further 

information and guidance will be sent out during the summer as plans finalise. In terms of September the academy 

will open as follows: 

Tuesday 1st September 2020 – INSET Day 

Wednesday 2nd September 2020 – INSET Day 

Thursday 3rd September 2020 – Year 7 Induction Day (Year 7s attend only) 

Friday 4th September 2020 – All students return to the academy 

I look forward to seeing the whole academy community back together in September and I would like to take this 

opportunity to say well done to all our students and staff for everything they have achieved in the last four months. I 

would like to thank parents also for the support you have given your children and the academy also. I am incredibly 

proud to be the Principal of our school community and I hope you all have a restful summer. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Richard McGuire 
Principal 

 

 

 


